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Samburu Women Trust (SWT) is an indigenous 
women-inspired organization whose key mandate 
is to advance and strengthen the voice and 
position of local Samburu and other pastoral 
women in the Kenyan North, and to spearhead local 
initiatives aimed at securing human and/or women 
rights and safety for local women and the girl child. 

SWTexiststoempowerpastoralists’womenandgirls
toclaimtheirhumanrights,strengthentheircapacity
toinfluencelocalandnationalpolicies,andaddress
harmfulculturalpracticesthroughintegratingtheroleof
womenasdecision-makersinthecommunity.

SamburuWomenTrustfacilitatesprocessesthat
empowerandpromotewomen’shumanrights,capacity
building,humanrightsadvocacyandsecuringa
prosperousfuturethroughwomendevelopment
programsinNorthernKenyaCounties.Akeyissuein
ensuringSamburuWomenTrustmandateisenhancing
womenrightsinrelationtoaccessanduseoflandand
associatedresources.

InthisviewSWThasbeeninacontinuouspathto
strengthenitsoverallgoaltoensurewomenarewell
positionedtocontributetocommunitydevelopment.
SWTcommissionedaStudyaboutIndigenousWomen
accesstoLandintermsofownership,accesstoand
managementincludingthenaturalresourcesinLaikipia,
IsioloandSamburuCounties.

Kenyasecuredindependence
fromBritainin1963.Afirst
Constitutionwasenacted
(1963).Thiswasreplaced
in1969,inturnreplacedby
theConstitutionin2010.
Thisconstitutionwidely
departsfromthetwoearlier
constitutions,includingon
landandproperty

Preface
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Thisstudyfocusedonfindingoutthestatusofwomen’srightstoland
ownership,access,andutilizationrightsinSamburu,Isiolo,andLaikipia
Counties.Inanoverviewsetuponewouldwanttounderstandwhatis
accesstolandandwhatitmeanstohaverightstoaccessanduseofland.
Whenwomenandgirlshaveaccessrightstolanditbasicallytranslatesto
havingadvantageforeconomicenablement.

Theabsenceorinsufficientaccesstolandrightsandotherproductive
assetsdenieswomenandgirlschancetogenerateincome,feed
themselves,theirfamilies,andbreakdownsystemicbarrierstofood
insecurity.ThisistherealityofmanywomeninpastoralsetupsinNorthern
Kenyaandprobablyglobally.Albeitwomenaretheprimeusersofland
forbasicfamilyneeds,theyareunfortunatelyoftentimesexposedto
unmatchingtreatmentanddeprivedofownershipandaccesstolandand
relatednaturalresources.

InmanysocietiesespeciallytheNorthernKenyapastoralistcommunities
lackofwomenaccesstolandrightsisattributedtocustomaryand
traditionalmalpracticesthathavebeentransmittedforgenerations.Inbrief
descriptionmostpastoralistcommunitieshaveamaledominanceculture
wherewomenandgirlsaretreatedassecondarybeneficiariesinallmatters
ofdevelopment.Consequently,overtime,theirmalecounterpartshave
establishedwaystoaccessland,andnaturalresources.

Thishasincreasedmaledominanceindecision-makingprocesses,and
leadershippositioninlandgovernanceandunfortunatelyisolatingwomen.
Thisisparticularlygraveinthearidandsemi-aridlandsofKenya,whichis
predominantlyunregisteredcommunityland.ThequestionSWTistryingto
answerinthisstudyishowtoaddressthissituationinarapidlychanging
accesstolandrightssituationduetodevolvedunits’demandforlandand
developmentamongotherdynamicsinlanduse.

Changeoflanduseisarapidcoursethatcallsforimmediateredressto
grievancesthatemanatefromitespeciallyinvolvingwomen,adolescent
girls,andothervulnerablewomeninsociety.Thestudy,therefore,seeks
togeneraterecommendationsthatarecurrenttothecommunitiesunder
studytoenablewomenandgirlscomfortablyhaveaccesstoland.

Executive summary

The issue of land rights is 
highly contested in Kenyan 
politics. Land ownership, use, 
and management were one 
of the issues addressed by 
Kenya’s new Constitution. 
Chapter 5 of the Constitution 
of 2010 Article 62 states that 
“all land in Kenya belongs 
to the people of Kenya 
collectively as a nation, 
as communities, and as 
individuals.

2





InKenya,landisclassifiedaspublicland,privateland,andcommunityland.Atpresent,differentpiecesof
legislation(laws)applytothedifferentcategoriesofland.KenyanlandsystemisdefinedbytheConstitution
of Kenya,theLandRegistrationAct,andtheLandAct.KenyanlandsystemisdefinedbytheConstitutionof Kenya,
theLandRegistrationAct,andtheLandAct.

Itisclassifiedinto:

PUBLIC LAND

Reservedforpublicuseorenvironmentalprotection.ItisadministeredandmanagedbyNationalLand
CommissiononbehalfofthepeopleofKenya.

COMMUNITY LAND

Itisheldbycommunitiesonthebasisofethnicity,culture,orsimilarcommunityinterest.

PRIVATE LAND

Thisislandheldbynaturalorlegalpersons.TheMinistryofLandistaskedwiththeregistrationofanyinterestin
privateLand.Itisclassifiedintothefollowinglandtenuresystem;

1. Freehold land tenure system:itgivestheholderabsoluteownershipofthelandforlife.Afreeholdtitledeed
generallyhasnorestrictionsastotheuseandoccupationoftheland.However,therearesomeconditional
freeholdswhichmayrestricttheuseoflandforagriculturalusesonly.

2. Leasehold land tenure system:thisistheinterestinlandforaspecificperiodoftimesubjecttopayment
oflandrenttotheNationalgovernmentandlandratestothecountygovernments.Oncealeaseexpiresthe
landrevertsbacktotheownerortheleaseholdercanapplyforarenewalorextensionofthelease.

Non-citizenscanholdleaseholdlandonlyfor99years.(Thecaseinabout48%inLaikipia)

In this study a research statement would be; 
OneofthemajorproblemsofIndigenousPeoplesinKenyaisthelossoftheirtraditionallandsandterritories.
IndigenousPeopleshavebeenpushingforproperlegislationtoprotectcollectively-heldcommunitylandformany
years.In2016theCommunityLandActwasadoptedprovidingforrecognitionandregistrationofcollectively-held
communitylandsraisinggreathopesamongIndigenouscommunities.

YetverylittlehasbeendonesincebytheauthoritiestoconcretelyimplementtheAct.

Andyet,womenhavebeenmarginalizedthemostwhenitcomestolandaccess,use,andmanagement.

SWT focuses on strengthening gender protection and access to 
land rights. This can only be attained through the community land 
registration process, as outlined in the Community Land Act, 2016 
(CLA). that has highly subjected communities to vulnerability with 
serious impacts among indigenous women and girls.
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Intherecentpast,SamburuWomenTrust(SWT)joined
partnersandmobilizedcommunitiesinSamburutoform
ajointplatform,theSamburuIndigenousLandowners
Forum,aplatformforcommunitiesinSamburuCounty
toaddressissuesofcommonconcern.

TheforummembershavebeentrainedbySWTon
theprovisionsoftheCommunityLandActandthe
requirementsofthelandregistrationprocess.In
November2020,theForumsubmittedadocument
totheSamburuCountyGovernmenthighlightingthe
grievancesandconcernsofthecommunitiesinrelation
tothedelayinregisteringcommunitylandsandthe
prevalenceoflandgrabbingandseriousconflictin
SamburuCounty.

AftertheConstitutionof2010,thecommunitywas
completelyexposedtoexploitationoverlandrights
issuesbutafterthisintervention,thecommunityis
moresecure.

Figure 2: SWT Intervention
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Sideinterviewsduringthestudyexploringthesituation
afterenactmentofCLA2016indicatedthatthe
interventionsofSWTandhercollaboratorsinland
rightsinSamburuhavecreatedanimpactalthough
communitiesfeelthatmoreneedstobedoneasactual
registrationsareyettobecompletedforalmostallland
undercommunaltenureundertheNewConstitution.

The land rights status in the study area

Samburu County

Figure 1: Samburu County map  
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SamburuCounty isa county intheformer RiftValley
Province, Kenya whichcoversanareaofroughly
21,000 km2 (8,000 mi2)innorthern Kenya.Itis
inhabitedbythe Samburutribewhoarethenatives.
Itstretchesnorthfromthe WuasoNg’iroRiver tothe
southof LakeTurkana.Accordingtothe2019census,
thecountyhasapopulationof310,327.

SamburuCountyhasallthe3landtenuresystems-
SamburuCentralisdominatedbyprivateownership
withtitledeedsandCommunallandofasingletitlewith
registeredmembers.SamburuNorthandEasthavea
fewgroupranchesandtherestofthelandistrustland
currentlyviewedascommunalland.

Thesegrouprancheswerecreatedmostoftheminthe
1970swithmalenamesdominatingintheregisters.No
reviewshavebeendonetodateforalmostallgroup
ranches.Somegrouprancheshavebeendemarcated
intoindividualparcels.(Menbenefitedmost).

Womenthatbenefitedwereonlythosereplacingtheir
deceasedpartners.
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Isiolo County

Figure 3: Isiolo County map 
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IsioloCountyisacountyintheformerEasternProvinceofKenya.Itspopulationis268,002(2019census)andits
capitalandlargestcityisIsiolo.IsioloCountyistobethefirstcountytobedevelopedaspartoftheKenyaVision
2030program.Otherupcomingurbancentresare:Garbatulla,Modogashe,Kinna,MertiandOldonyiro.Isiolois
subdividedintosixadministrativeunits:CentralIsiolo–includingIsioloTown–inadditiontoGarbaTulla,Kinna,
Merti,OldonyiroandSericho.

SinceKenyanindependencein1963,thelocalauthorityinthedistricthasbeentheIsioloCountyCouncil.Withthe
implementationofthenewKenyanconstitution,itsauthorityhaschanged,beingaCountynowitcanholdlocal
electionsandensureitslegitimacytoaddressinglandconcerns.

ApartfromlandaroundurbancentersallofIsioloisatrustland.

IntherecentpastSWTandotherpartnersactivelyengagedanumberofcommunitiestotransformtheirland
intoCommunalLandundertheLandAct2016.thestudyestablishedthatwomenregistrationasaresultofSWT
interventionsisalmost100%formostofthecommunitiesandcommunitiesfeelmoresecureespeciallywomen
folk.thecommunityhowever,requestedmorevigilancetobepaidtowholesomeregistrationandintensecapacity
buildingofbothwomenandmentobeinvolvedindecisionmakingandactualhappeningsinlandrights.

InIsiolointercommunityconflictsoverlandcameoutverystronglyandthereisneedtoaddressthisasmost
displacementsthatoccuraffectwomenandgirlsthemost.
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Figure 4: Laikipia County map  
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LaikipiaCountyisoneofthe47CountiesofKenya,locatedontheEquatorintheformerRiftValleyProvinceofthe
Country.LaikipiaisacosmopolitanCountyandisListedasCountynumber31.Thecountyhastwomajorurban
centres:Nanyukitothesoutheast,andNyahururutothesouthwest.ItsCountygovernmentheadquarterstownis
Nanyuki.TheCountyliesbetweenlatitudes0°18”Southand0°51”Northandbetweenlongitude36°11”and37°
24’East.ItbordersSamburuCountytotheNorth,IsioloCountytotheNorthEast,MeruCountytotheEast,Nyeri
CountytotheSouthEast,NyandaruaCountytotheSouth,NakuruCountytotheSouthWestandBaringoCounty
totheWest.

Thereare 48large-scaleranchessittingon40.3percentofthetotallandareainLaikipiaCounty,9,532.2km²,
someofwhicharestillownedbythedescendantsofthecolonialsettlers.(ACaseStudyofLaikipiaDistrict,2011
JohnLetai).

Land Regimes in Laikipia County
1. Large-scale ranches: Thereare48large-scaleranchesrepresenting40.3%ofthetotallandareainLaikipia.

2. Large-scale farms:Largescalefarmsare23andrepresent1.48%ofLaikipiaCounty.

3.Group ranches:Thereare13groupranchesinLaikipiadistrictsrepresenting7.45%ofthetotallandarea.

4. Smallholder farms: Smallholderfarmsrepresentatotalof27.21%ofthetotallandareainLaikipiaandare122
innumber.Thesefarmswereinitiallylarge-scalefarmsboughtbygroupsofindividualswholatersubdivide
themintosmallholdingsofbetween2-5acres
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Thescopeofthestudyentailedansweringquestionsaroundthefollowingareas;

ACCESS TO LAND RIGHTS MAIN ISSUES  MENTION % RATING RECENT CHANGES IN 
SOME COMMUNITIES 

Gendergapsexistinginwomen’sinvolvementin
landissues

6

Successesintherealizationofwomen’s
involvementinmattersrelatedtoland

5

Registrationstatusofwomenincommunityland
registers

30%

Progressiveincreaseinwomennumbersinland
registersovertime

20% 100%

Women’spresenceinlandcommittees 30% 50%

mentionofculturalpracticesthatnegativelyaffect
womenoveraccesstolandrights

5

MentionofCustomarylawsthatnegativelyaffect
womenoveraccesstolandrights

4

Mentionoftraditionallawsthatnegativelyaffect
womenoveraccesstolandrights

7

Existenceoflocalinstitutionsthatcanbeavenues
forimprovingwomenaccesstolandrights.

5

Figure 5: Pastoralists women access to land rights (Samburu, Isiolo and Laikipia) 
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Gender gaps existing in women involvement in land issues

Successes in realization of women involvement in matters related to
land

Registration status of women in community land registers

Progressive increase in women numbers in land registers overtime

Women presence in land committees

mention of cultral practicies that negatively affect women over acces
to land rights

Mention of Cutomary laws that negatively affect women over access
to land rights

Mention of traditional laws that negatively affect women over access
to land rights

Existence of local institutions that can be avenues for improving
women access to land rights.

pastoralists women access to land rights (Samburu,Isiolo, Laikipia) 

Recent changes in some commuinites % ratings  Mention

Generalstatementthatcanbemadefromthefindingsofthestudyis;communallandrightscanonlybeattained
throughthecommunitylandregistrationprocess,asoutlinedintheCommunityLandAct,2016(CLA).However,
thisprocessisstretched,laborious,resource-demanding,andrequiresaseriesofpublicparticipationforums.In
suchdiscussions,therearemanypoliticalandsocialinterestsmainlychampionedbymen,leavingoutwomen’s
voicesintheprocess.Thesefurtherlimitswomenandadolescentgirlsonrightstolanduseinthelongrun.

Technicalofficerswhoshouldensuregenderequalityinlanduseareinfluencedbycommunitygatekeepersand
politicians,whoaremainlymen.However,fromthestudyahugepositivetrendhasoccurredinpartsofIsioloand
LaikipiawhereSWThashadimpactinfacilitatingcommunitylandregistrationprocess.Asaresult,amentionof
morethan50%isthecaseforMunichoiandMurpusicommunitiesinLaikipiaCounty.
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Nonetheless,mostinformantsandrespondentsindicatedahugeneedtoauditthesuccessesandaddressgapsas
wellasotherunattendedgapsinmostcommunityareascoveredbySWT.

Figure 6: SWT has had impact in facilitating community land registration process 
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However,itisimportanttopointtonoteabout90%ofthewomeninterviewedraisedconcernsoverthereal
commitmentofmenwhenitcomestoactuallandallocation.So,moreneedstobedonetoensurewomen’s
inclusionindecision-makingcommitteesaswellasfullaccessrightstolandandnaturalresourceswithin.
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Researchdemonstratesthatwomen’saccesstoland
rightsiscentraltoraisingtheirstatusandimpact
withintheirhouseholdsandcommunitiesatlarge.
Thediscriminationinaccesstolandanditsresources
broughtaboutbymaledominanceinadministrative
systemsistheleadingcauseofwomen’soppressionin
society.

Denyingwomenaccessandcontroloverlandis
aviolationoftheirhumanrights;thatistheright
toalivelihood,food,andlandasenshrinedinthe
InternationalCovenantonEconomic,Social,and
CulturalRights.

SWTisgrowingitseffortstoaddresschallenges
facedbyindigenouspastoralistswomenonaccess
tolandrights.Thefindingsofthestudyhave
identifiedchallengesandhaveprovidedmatching
recommendationstoaddressthem.Theultimate
focusistosecureasafeenvironmentforwomenand
adolescentgirlsthroughsafeguardingthetenurerights
ofunregisteredcommunitylands.Thisinessenceis
achievedthroughstrengtheninglocalgovernance
andthecommunity’spreparednessforregistrationof
theircommunities’lands.Inaddition,strongcapacity
buildingofplayersatalllevelsshouldbeemployed.The
assessmentcoveredthefollowingspecificobjectives,

Identify/studymajorgapsandsuccessestowards
realizingindigenouswomenandadolescentgirls’
inclusionindecisionmakingprocessesoverlandand
naturalresources.

Identifythelevelofinclusionofindigenouswomenand
girlsincommunitylandownershipinSamburu,Isiolo
andLaikipiaCounties.

1. Introduction 

In any society land is a critical economic good that is important for driving livelihoods 
and ultimate cushioning of communities from food insecurity. Blocking women from 
tenure to land and decision-making over land negatively impacts their core survival. In 
rural pastoral setups communities depend on land for basic provisions like tilling, herbal 
medicine, source of household energy, and livestock rearing among others.

Understandtheextenttowhichindigenouswomenand
girlsareincludedinkeydecision-makingprocesses/
structuressuchastheCommunityLandManagement
Committees.

Findouthowfrequentlythecommunitymembership
registersareupdatedandthepercentageofwomen
andgirlsareincludedthemembershipregisterswith
specialconsiderationofmarriedandunmarriedwomen,
disabledandWidows.

Identifytraditions,customarylaw,religiousorcultural
beliefsandpractices,theexistence/capacity/resources
oflocalinstitutionsthataffectindigenouswomen
andgirls’rightstoownership,control,accessand
managementoflandandnaturalresourcesandprovide
possibleinterventionsonhowthesechallengescanbe
mitigated.

Identifytraditionalpractices,governancestructures,
naturalresourcemanagementplansandlawsthat
canbeadoptedbythelocalcommunitiestopromote
indigenouswomenandgirls’rightstoownandcontrol
land.

Generatelessonslearntandsuggestrecommendations
forstrengtheningeffortsgearedtowardsprotection
ofindigenouswomenandgirlslandrightsatthe
community.

Identifyanybestpracticesandinitiativesrealized
throughpromotingindigenouswomenrightstoown,
control,accessandmanagementoflandandnatural
resources.
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Inaddition,1FGDwasheldforeachofthe6
communitiescoveredinthethreecounties.focused
groupdiscussionswithcommunitymemberswas
carriedoutineachofthethreeCountiesofstudy
namelySamburu,Isiolo,andLaikipiacounties.

Quantitativedatawascollectedthroughahousehold
surveyadministeredbytrainedenumeratorsusinga
structuredquestionnaire.Atotalof95questionnaires
wereadministeredtocommunityrespondentsfromthe
3Counties.Atotalofsixfocusedgroupdiscussions
wereconductedinthethreecounties.Theconsultant
generatedandanalyzedqualitativeandquantitative
data.

2. Study methodology

Data for this review was collected in Samburu, Isiolo, and Laikipia counties. In Samburu County, the 
research was conducted in Sapashe & Sarara. In Isiolo, the study was conducted in Narasha & Oldonyiro. 
In Laikipia, the study took place in Munichoi and Murpusi group ranches. The research methods included 
administration of individual questions to pastoral women respondents, key informant interviews, focused 
group discussions, observation, and literature analysis. The key informants were officials from the county 
government, Community Land Management Committees (CLMCs), Ward Administrators, and non-
governmental organizations (where available). 

ThesamplingofinformantsforKIIandFGDwas
purposefulbasedonthespecificinformationrequired
whilethesamplingofhouseholdswasbasedonthe
populationofthetargetcounties/sub-countiesand
calculatedusingtheformula(fromtheMaCorrsample
sizemethodology(http://www.macorr.com/sample-
size-methodology.htm).

ss=z2*p*(1-p)

c2

Where;

ss=samplesize

z=zvalue(e.g.1.96for95%confidencelevel).

p=Percentagepickingachoiceexpressedasa
decimal(0.5usedforthesamplesizeneeded)

c=confidenceintervalexpressedasadecimal.

Oursampleisbasedona4.0confidenceinterval.
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Inthecontextofanewnationalpolicyandsupreme
law(theConstitutionofKenya2010)whichsignalsa
dramaticnewpolicydirection;abandonmentofthe
strategypursuedsincethe1950sthatsecurityof
ruraltenureliesintheextinctionofcustomaryrights
andtheirreplacementwithfreeholdorleasehold
entitlementsissuedtoindividualsorcorporateentities;
thiswastheonlymeansthroughwhichpropertywas
legallyacknowledged.Registrablefamilyandcommunal
tenurewerenotprovidedfor.

Nor,whiletolerated,wascommunity-basedjurisdiction
aspracticedovercustomarylandslegallysupported.
(LizAlsenWily–2018-The Community Land Act in 
Kenya Opportunities and Challenges for Communities).
AllofthesearenowprovidedforinKenyanlaw,tobe
reinforcedthroughtheapplicationoftheCommunity
LandAct.Throughthis,eachcommunitymay,ifit
wishes,secureasinglecollectivetitleoverallorpart
ofitslands,andlawfullygovernthisproperty.This
includesregulatingtraditionally‘private’possession
ofplotswithinthecommunitydomain,asallocated
toindividualfamiliesforsettlementorfarming
purposes.Customarypracticesmaybeappliedwithin
constitutionalparametersofhumanandsocialrights.

3. Findings and Discussion 

Thelawisnew,andwhilealreadyinforce,willnotbe
fullyapplieduntilRegulationsunderthelawareformally
promulgated,anticipatedinearly2018.Thefocusof
thisfirststudyisthereforeonwhatthelawsays,its
strengthsandweaknesses,andpitfallsthatrequire
addressing.Reviewsofprogresswillcomelater.

Asmentionedearlierthisstudyfocusedonthe
identificationofimpedimentstoaccesstolandand
relatedresourcesforindigenouspastoralistswomenin
NorthernKenya.Itwasalsolookingtoprovidematching
recommendationstoaddresstheseissues.Inmostrural
communities,thelandisthesinglesourceofhousehold
dependence;therefore,accessandtenuretolandare
criticaltosecuringwomen’sandgirls’livelihoodsinthe
pastoralcommunitiesofNorthernKenya.

Studiesshowthatwomen’saccesstoandcontrolover
landisessentialinraisingtheirstatusandinfluence
withinhouseholdsandcommunities.Thisisexactly
thegoalSWTisendeavoringtoattaininaddressing
therightsofindigenouspastoralwomeninthis
region.Women’saccesstolandandsecurityoftenure
positivelyimpactstheirproductivityinsociety.

3.1. Background information and literature review

Figure 7: Challenges/gaps in women access to land   
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3.1.1. Gaps That Exist in Women’s Access to Land 
Thestudyposedaquestiontorespondentsintheirownviewtoidentifychallenges/gapsassociatedwithwomen’s
accesstolandandlandrights.Thefollowingissueswerementionedbythe95respondents;

• Drought 
• Lack of representation of indigenous women in 
decision making entities 
• Lack of indigenous women in leadership positions
• Poverty
• Early marriages 
• High Illiteracy levels among women

• Land grabbing often deprives indigenous 
women of their inheritance leading to insecurity 
of land ownership.
• Lack of good will from officials to fast-track 
land registration and ensure indigenous women 
inclusion in land rights
• Weak implementation of policy.

Fromtheanalysis,itwasveryclearthatmaledominancewasthemostmentionedattributethatneedstobe
addressedinordertogivewomenachancetolandaccessandutilization.Thesecondmostmentionedislackof
womeninleadershippositions.

Maledominanceaccordingtomanyrespondentsisassociatedwithday-to-daydisadvantagesthatwomengo
throughsuchasgender-basedviolence,womenandgirls’vulnerabilityarisingfromimpactsofinter-community
conflicts,livelihoodsinsecurity,imbalancedgenderroles&responsibilityduetomalefavoritism.Accordingto
mostinformants,thelackofwomenindecision-makingpositionshascontributedtobiasedoveraccesstoland
ownership,discriminationofmostwomenandgirlsinaccesstolandservices,poorrepresentationofwomenin
communitydecision-makingfora,restrictivecommunity,andcustomarystructures,andanultimatelackofvoice
forwomenandgirlsingeneral.

High levels of illiteracy was mentioned to relate to a lack of civic education on land 
policies and rights to ownership. Most communities were ignorant of CLA 2016.



3.1.2. Succeses In Realization Of Women’s Involvement In Matters Related To Land In 
Samburu, Isiolo, and Laikipia Counties
Therewerewide-rangingcommunityresponsestothis.Forsomecommunities,thereisagoodtrajectory,
especiallyforthosecommunitiesthatSWThasinvestedsubstantiallyincapacitybuilding&facilitationofaccess
totheregistrationofcommunityland,andacquisitionoftitleneeds(Oldonyiro).However,acrosstheboard,alot
needstobedonetoscaleupthecoverage.Thisaccordingtokeyinformantinterviewsrequiresconcertedefforts
ofamyriadstakeholderforumsinordertoensuresatisfactoryinclusionofallgroupsespeciallywomeninaccessto
landrights.

Therespondentsmentionedthefollowingasmainsuccesses;

•FacilitationoftheOldonyonyirocommunitytoacquirefreeholdtitledeedsattheirtowncentersandtheprocess
ofacquiringallotmentlettersinplacesofresidence.
•Reviewoflandregistersthathavegivenwomenanopportunityforinclusionincommunitylandregistersas
ownersofland.
•ReviewofCommunitylandmanagementcommitteesmembershipthathasincreasedthenumberofwomenin
thedecision-makingentity.
•CapacitybuildingfromcivilsocietyorganizationssuchasSWTamongothersthathasincreasedindigenous
womenknowledgeinlandrights.
•Duetoincreasedcapacitybuildingindigenouswomenhaveremarkableaccesstobenefitsaccruedfrom
communityconservancies.
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CASE STUDY: NARASHA 
A case of success: Narashaindigenouswomengrouphasasaresultofsinglelizedintensivesenzitizationand
mobilizationbySWThasdemonstratedanunexpectedhighachievementofaselfdrivenwomenindigenous
organization.Asaresulttheyhaveacquiredmorethan40acrestobeusedentirelyforwomen-basedeconomic
ventures.Thisisanexampleofaquickmilestoneachievedbywomeninadisplayofproactivedrivefrom
intensifiedcapacitybuildingbySWT.

Figure 8: Success in realization of women involvment in related to land    
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SWTinthestudyareashasbeeninvolvedsenisitizingandmobilizingcommunitiesforlanduseplanning.This
isaconceptwherecommunitiesarefacilitatedtodevelopcomprehensiveplanswhichinessencebringsina
community’sblueprintforfuturelanduse,andservesasthebasisforzoning,subdivision,andlandusecodes.
Thisconcepthasworkedforalmostallofthecommunitiestargetedinthesurvey.Thishashelpedtozoneout
indigenouswomenowninvolvementinbenefitaccruingventuresofecotourismcampsandaccompanyingsocio-
economicactivitiessuchassellofbeadsandculturalperformancestoraisefundsfortheirfamilies.

Researchisalwaysinterestingasfoundinthisparticular
questionwhererespondentswereaskedtoidentifysome
ofthesuccessesofwomen’sinvolvementinlandissues.
Amongthesuccesseshighlightedthemostmentionedone
istheincreasedenrolmentofwomenindecision-making.

This,therefore,impliesthatthekeytosuccessinland
rightsforwomenfolkisfacilitatingtheirpositionindecision-
makingplatforms.Infocusedgroupdiscussionsandsome
keyinformants’interviews,thispointwassupportedvery
wellasagovernmentlandofficialinoneofthecounties
indicatedthatincreasedenrolmentofwomeninCLMCs
hasseenanotablereductionincomplaintsassociatedwith
land,particularlyaroundtowncenterswheretitlinghas
beendone.

Women have increased access to land titles 
and cases of infringement on their rights are 
gradually decreasing though he pointed out 
that a lot of intervention in this line is required. 
Second in rank is the number of women 
numbers that have increased in land registers 
for Laikipia, Samburu, and Isiolo communities 
where SWT has intensified facilitation. 

Although this is the case it is only true 
for communities that have been reached, 
for many other communities according to 
findings, this is not the case hence, more 
needs to be done. 
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3.1.3. Registration status of women in group ranches and community land 

3.1.3.1. Registration status of women in group ranches and community land

Mostrespondentsindicatedthatwomenexistinlandregistersbutinmanyinstancesinverylownumbers.Acase
inpointisthelandregistersofSamburuCentralwhichaccordingtolandcommitteechairmeninterviewedthrough
keyinformantinterviewsnarratedthatthoseregisterswereopenedinthe1970sandhadonlymalecommunity
members.Therewerenoreviewswhatsoeverinmostofthosegroupranchesuptorecentdemarcationsfor
someofthem.Fromfocusedgroupdiscussions&keyinformants,findingsshowedthatwomenwhoexistedin
suchregisterswerewidowsthatreplacedtheirhusbands.However,thisdidnotputdiscriminationawayasmany
replacementsweredoneeithertofavorthemalefamilymembers,eitherabrotherofthedeceasedorsontothe
widow,againwomennotbeingcountedasbeneficiaries.

ThisisdifferentforLaikipiaandpartofIsiolocommunallandownersasSWTandotherpartnershaveimprovedthe
registrationprocessbyhavinglandregistersreviewedandasaresult,increasingthenumberofwomenintheland
registers.

3.1.3.2. Occurrence of registration reviews and effect on women numbers in the land registers

SWTwasseekingtounderstandthisinordertoaddresslimitationsemanatingfromthreequestions;whetheran
increaseinwomen’snumbersinregistersornot,whethertherewerereviewsoflandregistersintherecentpast,
andwhetherreviewshappenedwhetherwomen’snumbersincreasedorwerestagnantornoincrease.

Thefindingsoftheresearchindicatedthat;

Figure 9: Women numbers in land registers    
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Thenumberofrespondentsspecifiedthattherewerelandregistersreviewsintherecentpastwhichresulted
inasharpincreaseinwomennumbersinlandownershipregisters;anexampleisinthecaseofMunichoiand
MurpusiinLaikipiawhere100%womenregistrationofwomenoccurredintheYear2021landregisterreview.They
explainedthatyounggirlsandevenwomengivenoutformarriagewereincluded.whentheyaremarriefofthey
automaticallyattainmembershipintheirnewcommunitieswhilstlosingmembershipintheirpreviouscommunites,
thisistoensurenodoubledoubleregistration.

Thisisevidentintheirexistingcommunitybi-lawsonmembershipandrightsThisbecameahugebreakthrough
towardsrealizationofindigenouswomenlandrights.

Figure 10: Land registers review in recent 5 years    
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ForsomecasessuchasNarashathefirstlandregistrationwasdonewithinthelast2yearshencethisquestionis
notapplicable.Thismostlyappliestoothercommunitiesinterviewed.TheLaikipiascenarioisquiteuniquesince,
yes,reviewshaveoccurredintherecentpastandhaveimpactedwomen’sinclusionintheregisterswherefor
somegroupranchesover80%andevensomecases100%registrationoffemalegenderinthenewlandregisters
occurred.Althoughthesituationissoalmost90%ofthewomeninterviewedinthiscommunityraisedconcerns
abouttherealcommitmentsoftheirmalecounterpartstoreallyensurefullaccesstoland.

InLaikipiaCountywherereviewsweredone,therewasatremendousincreaseofindigenouswomeninclusionin
themembersregistersasindicatedbythechartbelow.

Figure 11: Women numbers in the land register following reviews   
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3.1.3.3. Security of Land owned by women/girls, from their relatives and other members of the 
community 

Thissectionundertooktoanswerthreeimportantquestionsinregardtowomen’saccesstolandandland
resourcesinthesepastoralareas;thekeytotheseiswhetherlandownedbywomeninthecommunityissecure
ornotsecure;Otherswereestablishedthroughreal-lifeexampleswhetherwomenorgirlsarepartofland
managementcommitteessuchCLMCsandtowhatpercentage.Fromthefindingsover80%ofwomenareofthe
viewthatlandownedbywomenisnotguaranteedoffdisputes.Fromthechartbelowitisevidentthatamongthe
respondentsthatshowedhopeuponreviewofregisters,onethingremainsuncleartheultimaterealizationofthe
ownershipprocessandinparticularclearaccesstolandrightsbywomen.

Figure 12: How secure is land owned by women   
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Womenexpressedgreatconcernthateventhoughinsomeinstancestheyappearinlandregisterssomeofthe
keydecisionsarestillmadebymen.Forexample,themanagementplansofcommunityconservancies,andaccess
tofundsraisedfrominvestmentsontheircommunallandssuchasschoolbursariesandbenefitaccrualsare
dominatedbymen.

Accordingtothem,thisisanissuethatneedstobeaddressedwithurgencyasmanywomenarenotevenaware
ofimportantlandlawsandlandpoliciesthatgovernaccessanduseoflandandrelatedresourcesintheirareas.
Somementionedtheexistenceofgatekeeperswhooftendivertcommunityviewsespeciallytheroleofwomenas
wellastheirfunctionalrightstoownanduseland.

Quiteanumberofwomenmentionedthattheyexperiencedconflictsinvolvinglandownedbywomenwhere
inseveralcasesrulingsweremadeinfavorofthemwhileinothersrulingsaremadeinfavouroftheirmale
counterparts.Unfortunatelysomecasesareaddressedintheabsenceofaggrievedwomenparties.Thisisadire
situationwhichsomerespondentsexplainemotionally,thisshouldtherefore,formpartofrecommendationsto
developanamicableconflictresolutionmechanismthatpromotesequityinprovidingjusticeinalldisputesrelated
tolandownershipinthecommunity.

Figure 13: Experienced dispute scenario of land owned by women   
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About 30% of women interviewed did experience 
actual land disputes where women are being deprived 
of ownership rights. A case in point is an attempt by 
a family member to snatch land belonging to a widow 
in Oldonyiro’s township. Luckily enough as explained 
by a woman land committee member interviewed, the 
land reverted back to the widow; thanks to the current 
Chairman of the land committee in the area and the 
area chief (who have been involved a lot through SWT 
capacity building activities) for their intervention. 
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Thiswouldn’thavebeenpossiblewereitnotforthesensitizationofindigenouswomenonalternativedispute
resolutionmechanism(ADR)thatplayedakeyroleinresolvingthisdisputeandafewothersGenerally,in
respondingtothis,insomeotherareas,womenandgirlsexplainedthattheyhavesomuchbeendiscouraged
thattheydon’tfeellikefightingfortheirrightsinregardstolandrights;asituationthatcallsforfurther
probingtobringoutrealissuesaffectingfemalegenderinlandrights.

3.1.4. TRADITIONS, customary laws, religious or cultural beliefs, and practices THAT 
NEGATIVELY IMPACTS INDIGENOUS WOMEN AND GIRLS’ RIGHTS TO LAND OWNERSHIP
Thissectiontargetedtoidentifydifferenttraditions,customarylawsorpractices,andculturalpracticesthat
negativelyimpactindigenouswomenandgirls’rightstoownership,control,access,andmanagementoflandand
naturalresources.Inaddition,italsointendedtoprovidepossiblesolutionstotheidentifiedchallenges.

3.1.4.1.  Traditions, cultural practices, and customary laws that negatively affect access to land 
rights for women and girls in Samburu, Isiolo, and Laikipia counties 

Fromtheadministrationofhouseholdquestionnairesaswellasinfocusedgroupdiscussions&keyinformantsit
cameoutstronglythatindigenouswomenandgirlsfacecontinuousdiscriminationandpersistentbarrierstothe
fullenjoymentoftheirrightstolandownership.Onewomenleaderexplainedthatthispracticehasdeeproots
inthecommunitywheretheprolongedpatriarchaltrendhaspersistentlydevelopedasystemicandnegative
stereotypingofwomeninthispastoralsocietieswherewomenareviewedaspropertiesforsale.

Thishaspredisposedtotheimmatureengagementofgirlshencewomenentermarriagelifeaschildrenwho
cannotstandforthemselvesdeprivingthenecessarymaturityneededfordecision-making.Thishasinstilled
achillinginherentperceptionwithinwomenandgirlsinthissocietythattheydon’townanything,theyhave
norightstoanythingpredisposingthemtoabuseofeverykind.Oneelderlywomandescribedthatthrough
behavioraladaptationovertheyears,customshavebeendevelopedthathavetranslatedtocultureandtraditions
unfortunatelysomeofwhichhaveimpactednegativelyonwomenandgirlsinthispastoralsetup.

Suchnegativesincludeshoweringmaleinfantswithgiftsatbirth,scenarioswheregirlsarebookedformarriage
aslongastheirgenderhasbeenknownatbirth,girlsaretrainedtobemarriedoffandgivennamessuchas‘my
heifer’,implyingshewillbesoldforheifers.Womenaretermedaschildrenevenatchildbearingageandmarried
adultswithchildren,allthesearemeanttodemeanthemandensureadomineeringcultureoverthem.

Theresultisanobviousimplicationthattheycannotaccesslandandoverdecisionstoutilize&manageland.

Inaddition,atbirthofboychilditiscelebratedagainstabirthofagirlchild.Parentswhohavegirlsonlyaretreated
withdisrespectandnormallyaredisinherited.Thishascontributedtoculturalbeliefswithanegativemindsetto
landownership,control,andmanagementofit.Anothermal-culturalpracticeispolygamywhichhasopenedup
dominancebymen;byhavingmanywivesittranslatestoliterallyowningthemandcontrollingthemthewaythey
want.

Thismeansthemanownseverythingincludinglandandotherresources.Thispatriarchalculturehasdeprived
womenandgirlsoflandownership,control,andmanagementopportunitiesyetwomenarekeybreadwinnersin
thesepastoralcommunities.Culturalnormsprohibitwomenandgirlstoownland,whataprimitivescenarioas
explainedbyoneinterviewee.Othertraditionsincludethemassinitiationofboysinwhichtheyareeducatedon
dominanceskills;onthecontrary,girlshardlyformgroupsduetoearlymarriages.

ThemalpracticeofFGMpredisposesthemtoearlymarriagesandmismatchingopportunitiestoaccesslandrights.
inaddition,inheritancerightsareoutrightlockedoffforindigenouswomenandgirls.
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3.1.4.2. Mitigating the negative effect of these traditions, mal-cultural practices, and negative 
customary practices on women and girls’ land ownership rights

Mostrespondentsdescribedthatbothwomenandmenofgoodwillshouldcomeoutstronglytoeducatesociety
ontheneedforequalaccessrightstoland.Capacitybuildingwasmentionedbyalmostallinformantsthat
investinginwomenempowermentprogramsarmsthemwiththeprowesstogetinvolvedinleadershippositions
henceopeningupopportunitiesforwomenandgirlstoown,control,andmanagelandasatoolforeconomic
growthandwell-being.

ItwasmentionedthatdiscouragementanddroppingdownofsomemalpracticessuchasFGM,earlymarriagesfor
girls,andhardcoreprimitiveteachingsattheinitiationofagesetswillhelpadjustthepositionofwomenpositively
towardsincreasedaccesstolandrights.Otherssuggestedconstructiveculturalpracticessuchassensitization
andinfluenceofatraditionalgovernancestructuredubbedNAAPO(theCouncilofElders’outfitwhereonlymensit
andmakedecisionsconcerningthecommunity)initsagendaforwomen’saffairs.

Moreover,somerespondentsindicatedthatthereisaneedtoempowerwomeneconomicallythroughtheinitiation
ofalternativesourcesofincomeinordertoenhancetheircapacitytoengageinmattersrelatedtoaccesstoland
rights.

Someinformantsalsostronglyadvocatedforincreasingnumbersofwomeninadministrativeentitiessuchasland
committeesandcommunity-baseddevelopmentorganizations.

3.1.4.3. The local governance structure that affect access to land, control, and management by 
indigenous women, and girls in Samburu, Isiolo, and Laikipia Counties 

Someofthelocalgovernancestrucutresthatwerementionedthataffectaccess,control,andmanagementofland
byindigenouswomenandgirlsinSamburu,Isiolo,andLaikipiaCountiesinclude;

•CouncilofElders(atraditionaloutfitthatoperatesthroughNAAPO)
•CommunityLandManagementCommittees(CLMCs)
•Non-GovernmentalOrganizations(SWT,NorthernRangelandsTrust,SararaFoundationamongothers)
•GovernmentLinedepartmentsfromCountyandNationallevels
•CommunityWomenOrganizations(womenCBOs)
•Developmentpartnerswhoprovidefundingopportunitiesaswellascapacitybuildingthroughtrainingand
exposuretourfacilitations.

Theabovementionedentitieshavevariousrolesinprovidingsolutionstochallengesfacingwomenandgirls’
ownership,control,andmanagementofland.Someoftheactionsmentionedincludecapacitybuildingthrough
sensitizationonlandrightsapproaches,facilitatingregistrationofmembers,andtitlingofcommunitylands.
Moreover,othersuggestionsincludeeconomicempowermentofindigenouswomenandgirlstoinitiateandgrow
businessessuchasbeadwork,livestocktrade,andweeklymarketsvendorventuressuchasi.e.,hotelsand
butcheries,andshops.Advocacyworkistheroleoflocalinstitutionsinensuringequalopportunitiesforboth
femaleandmalecommunitymembers.

ForindigenousentitiessuchastheNAAPO,thereshouldbeeffortstointegrateorencourageablendwith
amodernapproachtoinclusivitywhereinadditiontothespecialplaceoftheNAAPOsub-committeesare
establishedtoincreasewomenplightsittings.Thiswillreducethestigmatizationofthefemalegenderandhence
increaseaccesstoland.
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3.1.5. Lessons learned and suggested recommendations for adoption in strengthening 
and protection of indigenous women and girls land rights in Samburu, Isiolo & Laikipia 
counties

3.1.5.1. Lessons learned in gender protection against the severe impact of the looming drought 
situation 

Severallessonshavebeengeneratedfromthisstudythatinclude;

•Thereislimitedaccesstowomenandgirls’participationinlandrightsissues.
•Opportunitiesexistforlocalpoliticiansandthecountygovernmenttodefendwomen’slandrights.The
governmentofKenyaisimplementingacountrywideexercisetoregisterallthecommunitylandinKenya.This
isinlinewiththeConstitution’srequirementforalllandinKenyatoberegistered.Withtheenactmentofthe
CommunityLandActof2016andafterthat,theregulationstooperationalizethelawpassedin2018.TheCLA
requiresthatforacommunitytoberegistered,theyneedtohavearegisterofallthecommunitymembers,
includingmenandwomen,boysandgirlswhoareatleasteighteenyearsofage
•ThereexiststrongtraditionallawssuchasSamburubeliefsthatprohibitwomenandgirlstoownpropertiesand
inheritance.Thisshouldbecountered.
•Womenthatareorganizedintogroupshavemoreimpactinvoicingtheirconcerns.
•DuetoconcertedeffortsfromdifferentpartnerssuchasSamburuWomen,andgovernmentlanddepartments,
stigmaoverwomenandgirls’ownershipoflandhasbeenreducedtoanextent.
•Sensitizationcampaignsonwomen’sconstitutionalrightshaveopenedroomforaccesstolandownership,
control,andmanagementaspects.
•Lobbyforlandregisterreviewshasincreasedtheinclusionofwomeninlandrights.
•Openinglandregisterstoreviewshasprovidedplatformsforwomentoengageinmattersoflandsincetheir
numbershaveincreasedinlandcommittees.
•Duetotheincreasedmembershipofwomenandgirlsinreviewedlandregistersaccesstoresourcesaccrued
fromconservanciesisareality.
•Althoughwomenandgirlsareregisteredinthenewarrangements,however,concernsofwomenandgirlsare
stillhighastheystronglybelievecommitmenttototallysurrenderlandtothemmaybeatallorderinthelong
run.anexampleisthecaselandsubdivisionswhichmaynotguaranteeindigenouswomenandgirls’equal
opportunities.
•Theislackoftransparencyincommunitylandswhereexploitationofresourcesaswellasprospectson
conservancyresourcesareaccessedbyafewmainlymen.
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3.1.5.2. Recommendations that can be made for adoption in strengthening & protection of 
indigenous women and girls’ land rights in Samburu, Isiolo, and Laikipia Counties

BasedonthefindingsoftheoverallstudyinSamburu,Isiolo,andLaikipiaCounties,belowaretherecommendations;

•CapacitybuildingofCLMCstotakeupinitiativesthatpromotewomenandgirls’inclusioninlandmatters.
•Strategicexchangetoursshouldbeorganizedtoenhancelinkagesandlearningandhelpraisetheconfidenceof
indigenouswomenandgirlstoengageinlandrightsmatters.
•Encouragewomen’sactiveparticipationinlandgovernanceunitsfromthelocallevel(CLMCs)tothenational
levelthroughawarenessraisingandaccesstoinformationregardinglandlawsandpolicies.(SWTandother
partners).
•Facilitatecapacitybuildingforstateandnon-stateofficials;suchasMembersofCountyAssemblieson
promotingwomen’saccessandrightstolandincustomarylaw.CivilsocietyOrganizationsshouldengagelocal
leaderssuchasMembersofCountyAssemblies,MembersofParliament,andreligiousleaderstoadvocatefor
women’srights.
•Agender-sensitivegrievanceredressmechanismshouldbeestablishedtoeaseaccesstojusticeforwomen’s
landrights.Thisshouldsortouttheconflictsassociatedwithwomen-ownedland.
•LobbywithMCAstoinfluenceCountybudgetstoincreasebudgetaryallocationsforinterventionsaimingat
improvingcommunitylandregistrationultimatelyenhancingindigenouswomenandgirls’accesstoland
•CommunitymembersshouldbesensitizedonCLAof2016.Thiswillensurecompliancewithalltherequirements
oftheCommunityLandActand;moreimportantly,theinclusionofwomeninthecommunitylandregister.This
shouldaddressthereviewofmembershipinoldregisters.
•Thereisaneedforawarenesscreationprogramsbygovernmentandnon-governmentalorganizationsto
enlightencommunitiesontheirlandrights,principlesoftheCoK,2010,onnon-discriminationofwomen,
includingthoseonparticipationandsupport.Women&girlsshouldbetargetedinhighnumberstoencourage
proactivedemandforrightstoland.
•Peerlearningshouldbeatargettoencouragetheinteractionofwomenandgirlswithothersimilarentities.
PastoralFieldschoolscanbeamodelforthis.APastoralistFieldSchoolisaschoolwithoutwallswhereagroup
ofcommunitymembersnormallyabout40interacttolearnindifferenttopicsonlandandothersubjects.
•Thosetargetingwomengroupsforcapacitybuildingshouldexecuteadeliberateprojecttostrengthenwomen’s
organizationsinruralcommunitiesandsupporttheirparticipationinlandgovernancesothattheirneedsand
prioritiesaretakenintoaccountbyCountyandNationalgovernments.
•Deliberateeffortsshouldbeputinplacetowardsindigenouswomeneconomicempowerment.thisisaimedat
alleviatingpovertyandplacewomeninapositionofself-reliancehencestrengthtoengageinlandmatters.
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3.1.6. Best practices and initiatives realized in promoting indigenous women & girls 
rights to own, control, access, and management of land and natural resources in 
Samburuu, Isiolo, and Laikipia counties 

3.1.6.1. Best practices and initiatives that have 
been realized in promoting indigenous 
women and girls have access to land, 
control land, and manage it. 

Fromtheoverallstudy,thefollowingbestpracticescan
beenlisted;

• Inclusionofwomeninlandregistershasbeen
fundamentalinprovidingwomenandgirlsthe
opportunitytoownland.
•Throughtheformationofwomen’sgroupswomen’s
issuescanbewellarticulatedhenceprovidingafocus
toestablishingby-lawsthatspecificallyaddresstheir
plighttoaccesslandandrelatednaturalresources.
• Inclusionofwomeninkeydecision-making
committeessuchasCLMC,communityconservancies
committees,tourismcommittees,security,and
finance,employmentofindigenouswomenas
communityscouts,hasraisedthebarforwomen’s
rightsatthelocallevel.
•FacilitationofOldonyiro&NarashaWomento
owntitleshasprovidedanavenueforwomen
organizationstocollectivelysupporteachother
throughformationofmicrocredit,merry-go-
rounds,tablebankings,small&mediumenterprises
amongothersareexplicitexamplesofsuccessfor
indigenouswomenworkingtogethertoadvancetheir
plight.
•SWThasbrokenbarriersbyfacilitatingtheinclusion
ofnotjustwomenintheliteraltermofthewordbut
specificallyacategoryofwidows,PLWDs,unmarried
women,andadolescentgirls,inthelandregisters.
• InthecurrentinterimCLMCstheproportionof
womenisupto33%whichnotonlymeetsthe
constitutionalrequirementofone-thirdbuthas
alsosurpassedcommunityexpectationscontrary
toinitialcasesoftotalmaledominance.Thisis
consideredasamajormilestoneandbreakthrough
towardsrealizationofgenderequityforindigenous
communities.
•Strongcapacitybuildingofbothgenderonlandrights
hasreducedthestigmaassociatedwithwomen
accessingland.

3.1.6.2. The key findings on the indigenous 
women’s rights to own, control, access, 
and manage land and natural resources

Thekeyfindingsfromthestudyinclude;

•Thatattheleastassumedtheefforttosensitize
communities’resultsisalwaysnoticeable.An
exampleistheopeningoflandregistersinMurpusi
andMunichoigrouprancheswhereitsaw80-100%
registrationofwomen.
•Thereisincreasedinclusionofwomeninownership
oflandandmanagementofnaturalresources.
•Communityperceptionhaschangedfromskeptical
to‘itisallpossibleforwomenandgirlstoput
effortstohaveaccesstolandforuse,control,and
management.
•Highilliteracyamongindigenouswomenfolkisan
impedimenttofast-trackingwomen’slandrights
sensitizationandapplicationoftargetprograms.
•VerylowcommunityknowledgeofCLA2016.
•Povertyisacontributortolowself-esteemand
proactivenesstoengageindemandinglandrights.
Thisisoftenworsenedbydrought.
•Culturalmalpracticeshaveplayedasignificantrolein
slowingdowneffortstopromotewomenandgirlsto
access,control,andmanageland.
• Itisevidentthatthereisnogoodwillfrommandated
actorstofast-trackregistrationofcommunityland.
thishascontinuouslyamplifiedcommunityfearsover
lossoftheirancestralland.
•Thereislimitedfinancialresourcestofacilitate
registrationofcommunityland.
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Legislationisrequiredtoimplementtheprinciplethatnotmorethantwo-thirds
ofthemembersofelectiveorappointivebodiesshallbeofthesamegender,
stillnotenacted(CONArt.27(8)).TheLandActprovidesthatcompensation,
whencommunitylandorprivatelandiscompulsorilyacquired,ispayableto
thespouse/sofaffectedpersonsaswellasto“anypersonactuallyoccupying
thelandandthespouseorspousesofsuchperson”(LAs.107).TheCLA
stipulatesthattheremustbe“equaltreatmentofapplicationsforwomenand
men”(CLA,s.14(4)(c)(i)).Normaywomenmarryingintothecommunitybe
excludedasmembers,andtheirrightstolandremainunlesstheydivorceand
remarryelsewhere(CLAs.30(5).

Theabovesuggeststhereissufficientroomforawomantoappealagainst
injusticesinlanddealingsbyacommunitylandcommittee.Nevertheless,it
isnoticeablethatnoprovisionsaremadeforaminimumnumberofwomen
tobemembersofthatcommittee,orthatwomenmustconstitutenoless
thanone-thirdofcommunitymemberstoachieveaquorumatassemblies
ofmembers.Whilethelawdoesnotpreventwomenfrombeingallocated
landsindependentlyfrommen,itwouldalsohavebeenhelpfulforthistobe
inscribed.

Concernsexistwithcommunitieswhereinthecaseofunregistered
communitylandthelandisheldintrustbythecountygovernments.this
putscommunity’sinsecuresituationinmattersrelatedtolandownership
i.e.,wheneverthereiscompulsoryacquisitionoflandwithinunregistered
communitiesnoclearandadequatecompensationoccurstothedeprived
communities.

Thelandisabasicrequirementforapastoralist’slivelihood.Indigenous
Womenandgirlsontheotherhandarethemostvulnerablegroupsin
Samburu,Isiolo,andLaikipiacounties.Theyareinvolvedinday-to-day
livelihoodventures,andthesectoriscrucialtotheirlivelihoods.Women
continuetofacemanychallengesinaccessandownershipofland,which
increasestheirvulnerabilitytofoodsecurity,shelter,andgeneralwell-being.
InternationalandNationallawsexistthatwouldsecurewomen’saccessto
assetsandforbidanyformofdiscriminationagainsteithergender.

However,thesituationisnotalwaysasanticipatedatthegrassrootsas
womenandgirls’securityoflandownershipisnotassuredforbothprivateand
communalland.Theoverallfindingpointstowardsalackofknowledgeofland
laws,andmoreimportantly,thepatriarchallandownershippracticeamongthe
pastoralistsovertheyears,whichhasevolvedintomal-culturalpractice.This
hasworsenedthesecurityofwomenandgirls’landtenure.

Thisisapointthatneedstobeconsideredbypolicymakersbothatlocaland
nationallevelsastheyseektoimpacttheirdevelopmentagendas.

Policiesshouldbeshapedtoaligndevelopmenttoequalinclusionofboth
genders,especiallyincreasingwomen’srightstoownandcontrolland.

Awarenessshouldbestrengthenedtoenhancewomen’sunderstandingof
lawsandpoliciesthatgoverntheland,andgivingwomenavoiceindecision-
makingatalllevelsisessentialformainstreaminggenderwithingrassroots
developmentprograms.

4.  Conclusion 

Kenya’s Constitution establishes gender equity as a right. These include directives that gender 
discrimination in law, and customs and practices related to land and property in land must be eliminated 
(CON Article 60(1F). Enactment of a law to protect matrimonial property and the interests of spouses in 
occupation of land at the decease of the other spouses/s is also obligatory (CON Art. 68). 

Increasedparticipation
ofwomenandtheir
empowerment,which
includesgivingthem
betterifnotequalaccess
toresourcessuchas
landandcredit,are
essentialcomponentsof
comprehensivesocialand
economicpolicy.

Empoweringwomento
takeleadershiproles,
includingpoliticalposts
willalsogoalongwayin
improvingtheirawareness
inissuesrelatedto
agriculturaldevelopment
andfoodsecurityforthe
communityasawhole.
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5.1. Appendix 1
Table 4: Sampling frame

COUNTY GROUP RANCH/ 
COMMUNITIES

VILLAGE HH SAMPLE 
DISTRIBUTION

SAMPLE 
SIZE & PICK 
PER SITE

NO. OF HH/ 
ENUMERATORS (5 
REMUNERATORS)

Laikipia Murpusi 1 10 14 5

  Munichoi 1 28 30 5

Samburu Sapashe 1 12 15 5

  Sarara 1 9 16 5

 Isiolo Narasha 1 31 43 5

  Oldonyiro 1 15 24 5

Total     95 100% 142 30

5. Appendices 
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5.2. Appendix 2
Table 5: Targeted institutions/organizations/agencies

NAME OF INSTITUTION MANDATE KEY INFORMATION

National,LandAdjudication
Office

LandAdjudication Statusoflandregisters,
membershipnumbersforboth
gender,reviewofmembership

CountyDepartmentofLands ThecustodianofallCountylandregisters
andliaisewithDirectorofLands

Solvealldisputesrelatedtoland

Statusoflandregisters,
membershipnumbersforboth
gender,reviewofmembership

State/CountyMinistryof
Agriculture&Livestock
Development

Toenhancelivestockandagricultural
productivity,marketaccess,valueaddition
andenablingenvironmentforlivestock
andagriculturaldevelopment

Womenaccessrightstolanduse
foragriculture

StateMinistryofPublic
Service,GenderAffirmative
Action

Tocoordinategendermainstreaming
innationaldevelopmentplanningand
promoteequitablepoliticalandsocio-
economicdevelopmentforwomen,men,
girlsandboys.

Formalizationofwomengroups
includinglandadvocaywomen
groups.

Conflictresolutionongender
basedviolence

StateMinistryofInteriorand
CoordinationofNational
Government

TheOfficeofthePresident,Ministryof
Interior,andCoordinationofNational
Governmentischargedwiththe
responsibilityofpublicadministration,
internalsecurity,andcoordinationofstate
functionsandservicestoallGovernment
ministries.

Disputesolving
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5.3.  Appendix 3: List of Supportive Legal Frameworks & Policy 

Supportive Legal Framework, the Kenya Constitution has been hailed as one of the most progressive 
constitutions in the world. Kenya has established a policy and legal edifice providing for women’s land 
rights and agriculture. Kenya is a signatory to several international conventions and treaties. 

Article2(6)oftheConstitutionofKenya2010recognizesthat“AnytreatyorconventionratifiedbyKenyashall
formpartofthelawofKenyaunderthisConstitution.”Someoftheregulationsprovidingforlandaccessand
ownershipinKenyainclude;

Table 6: Regulations providing for land access and ownership in Kenya 

LAW/ REGULATION RELATED LEGISLATION 

Provideforsustainableadministrationandmanagementofland
andland-basedresourcesandconnectedpurposes

LandActof2012

Providesforrevision,consolidation,andrationalizationofthe
registrationofalltitlestolandtogiveeffecttotheprinciplesand
objectsofdevolvedgovernmentinlandregistration

LandRegistrationActof2012

Provideforrecognition,protection,andregistrationofcommunity
landrights,management,andadministrationofcommunityland
andtoprovidefortheroleofthecountygovernmentsconcerning
unregisteredcommunityland.

CommunityLandActof2016

Providesfortherightsandresponsibilitiesofspouseswith
matrimoniallaw.

MatrimonialPropertyActNo49of2013

Providealegal,administrative,institutional,andtechnological
frameworkforoptimalutilizationandproductivityoflandand
land-relatedresourcessustainablyanddesirablyatNational,
CountyandSub-Countyandotherlocallevels.

SessionalPaperNo.3of2009The
NationalLandPolicy

CallsonStatespartiestoenddiscriminationagainstwomenin
laws,policies,andpractices,includingthroughtheadoptionof
transitoryspecialmeasures.

TheConventionontheEliminationofAll
FormsofDiscriminationagainstWomen
CEDAW

VoluntaryGuidelinesareareferenceandprovideguidancein
improvingthegovernanceoftenureofland,fisheries,andforests
withtheoverarchinggoalofachievingfoodsecurityforallandto
supporttheprogressiverealizationoftherighttoadequatefood

VoluntaryGuidelinesontheResponsible
GovernanceofTenureofLandFisheries
andForests(VGGTs)

The2030AgendaforSustainableDevelopmentisamongstthe
policyframeworksgloballyreferredto,onthecriticalityofnatural
resourcesforsustainabledevelopment.Thesustainableand
efficientmanagementofnaturalresourcesisnowimperative
fortheachievementofthe17UnitedNationsSustainable
DevelopmentGoals(SDGs)

SustainableDevelopmentGoals.

TheFrameworkandGuidelinesonLandPolicyinAfricaadopted
bytheAfricanUnionin2009,containsaspecificsectionon
strengtheningthelandrightsofwomen.

GuidelinesonLandPolicyinAfrica
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